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operated and maintained in accordance with 
the agreement. The owners of the ditch 
would remain liable for damage to park re-
sources caused by negligence or intentional 
acts; (3) the bill will not affect any liability 
for damage to park resources occurring be-
fore the bill’s enactment; (4) the bill will not 
restrict any activity related to monitoring, 
operation, maintenance, repair, replacement, 
or use of the ditch that was authorized or ap-
proved by the National Park Service as of 
the date of the bill’s enactment; and (5) use 
of water carried by the ditch for a purpose 
other than irrigation will not adversely af-
fect the ditch’s right-of-way. 

Colorado-Big Thompson Project.—The bill 
includes provisions specifying that its enact-
ment will not restrict any activity related to 
monitoring, operation, maintenance, repair, 
replacement, or use of the project’s facilities 
that were allowed as of the date of the bill’s 
enactment or prohibit or restrict the convey-
ance of water through the Alva B. Adams 
Tunnel for any purpose. 

East Shore Trail.—The bill requires the 
National Park Service to identify an align-
ment for a bicycle trail within the ‘‘East 
Shore Trail Area’’ that is excluded from the 
wilderness. The Park Service will decide 
whether to authorize construction of the 
trail and until construction is authorized, 
lands in the ‘‘East Shore Trail Area’’ will 
continue to be managed to maintain the op-
tion of its being designated as wilderness in 
the future. 

Indian Peaks Wilderness and Arapaho 
Recreation Area.—The bill adjusts the 
boundaries of the Indian Peaks Wilderness 
and the Arapaho National Recreation Area 
so as to reduce the recreation area by about 
1,000 acres and increase the wilderness by 
about 1,000 acres. 

Leiffer Tract Lease Authority.—The bill 
allows the National Park Service to lease 
the ‘‘Leiffer tract,’’ a parcel of Federal land 
located outside the Park’s boundary but 
managed by the National Park Service that 
includes an historic cabin and several other 
buildings. Any lease would be under an exist-
ing law that requires leased property to be 
used for activities consistent with the pur-
poses of the Park and compatible with Na-
tional Park Service programs. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 15, 2007 

Mr. JOHNSON of Illinois. Madam Speaker, 
unfortunately yesterday, May 14, 2007, I was 
unable to cast my votes on H.R. 1124, H. 
Res. 223, and H. Res. 385. 

Had I been present for rollcall No. 342 on 
the motion to suspend the rules and pass H.R. 
1124, to extend the District of Columbia Col-
lege Access Act of 1999, I would have voted 
‘‘aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall No. 343 on 
the motion to suspend the rules and pass H. 
Res. 223, supporting the goals and ideals of 
a National Day of Remembrance for Murder 
Victims, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall No. 344 on 
the motion to suspend the rules and pass H. 
Res. 385, recognizing National Americorps 
Week, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

HONORING MICHAEL D. THOMAS 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 15, 2007 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Michael D. Thomas, who was 
killed on April 27, 2007 in Hirat Province, Af-
ghanistan, in support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom. Michael was a sniper, a weapons 
sergeant and a combat medic assigned to the 
1st Battalion, 7th Special Forces Group, Fort 
Bragg, NC, and was killed when his unit came 
under rocket-propelled grenades and small- 
arms fire. 

I did not have the privilege of knowing Staff 
Sergeant Thomas personally but by all ac-
counts he was a dedicated family man who 
was devoted to serving his country. He grew 
up in Seffner, FL, and joined the military police 
in 1991, serving in Somalia and in Korea. 
After already having served in the military po-
lice for 13 years and with only 31⁄2 years until 
he could retire, he volunteered to be a Green 
Beret. At 34, Michael was one of the oldest in 
his unit, which earned him the nickname 
‘‘Gramps.’’ 

Michael was a highly decorated soldier. His 
awards and commendations include the Army 
Commendation Medal, the Army Achievement 
Medal, the Good Conduct Medal, the National 
Defense Service Medal, the Korean Defense 
Medal, the Parachutist Badge and the Special 
Forces Tab. 

Michael was an avid Tampa Bay Buccaneer 
fan who visited the team’s training camp 
whenever he could. I’ve been told that he 
decorated his Fort Bragg room with Buccaneer 
memorabilia, including signed footballs and 
helmets. He was also an accomplished 
guitarist who liked watching movies and going 
for long walks with his wife, Teresa. 

Madam Speaker, my heart aches for Mi-
chael’s family. He leaves behind his wife, Te-
resa, his children, Diana and Craig, his sisters, 
Krista and Cassie, his brother, Jaye, his 
granddaughter, Alexis, and his parents, 
Debbie and Robert Kirkpatrick. May God bless 
the Thomas family and continue to watch over 
the country that Staff Sergeant Thomas so 
loved. We shall never forget him. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 15, 2007 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of California. 
Madam Speaker, unfortunately, I was unable 
to be present on the House floor on Monday, 
May 14 for recorded votes because illness 
prevented timely travel. 

However, had I been present I would have 
voted ‘‘aye’’ on H.R. 1124; a bill to extend the 
District of Columbia College Access Act of 
1999; ‘‘aye’’ on H. Res. 223, a bill supporting 
the goals and ideals of a National Day of Re-
membrance for Murder Victims; and ‘‘aye’’ on 

H. Res. 385, a bill recognizing National 
AmeriCorps Week. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 15, 2007 

Mrs. MCCARTHY. Madam Speaker, be-
cause of illness, I was not present for votes on 
May 14. I would like the RECORD to reflect 
how I would have voted had I been here: Roll-
call No. 342 on H.R. 1124, I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’; Rollcall No. 343 on H. Res. 223, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea’’; Rollcall No. 344 on 
H. Res. 385, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

IN HONOR OF V. LANE RAWLINS 
AND HIS SERVICE TO WASH-
INGTON STATE UNIVERSITY 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 15, 2007 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize V. Lane 
Rawlins for his 7 years of leadership as the 
ninth president of Washington State University 
(WSU). President Rawlins used those 7 years 
to build a focused direction for the University, 
linking world-class research with outstanding 
undergraduate education. 

Part of this world-class research has come 
from the Agriculture Research Service facility 
at Johnson Hall, a project that I am proud to 
have worked on with President Rawlins. This 
facility provides a place for federal and state 
research scientists to work together with the 
academic community in support of technology- 
based research programs in wheat, barley, 
and grain legumes. 

Providing quality education is key to in-
creasing America’s competitiveness and cre-
ating a skilled, 21st century workforce. One of 
my first acts in Congress was to introduce leg-
islation that would reauthorize and strengthen 
the WWAMI program. I applaud President 
Rawlins for his support of this important pro-
gram that recruits and trains primary care doc-
tors to practice in underserved areas like the 
rural communities of Eastern Washington. 

President Rawlins has made it a priority to 
develop Washington State University cam-
puses statewide. In particular, the Nursing 
Building at Washington State University Spo-
kane will allow students involved in the nurs-
ing and dental programs at WSU to start their 
first year of training in Spokane and participate 
in the WWAMI program. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
President Rawlins for his outstanding work as 
the ninth president of Washington State Uni-
versity. I invite my colleagues to join me in 
thanking President V. Lane Rawlins for his 
years of service to the University and the 
Eastern Washington community. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF ARNOLD 

SHENOFSKY 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 15, 2007 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the life of Arnold Shenofsky of To-
ledo, Ohio. Arnie passed from this life at the 
age of 92 on March 31, 2007, leaving a legacy 
of love and friendship to many and rejoining 
his wife Jessica. 

Coming to Toledo as a toddler, Arnie was a 
lifelong resident. He went to work at the 
former Willys Overland Jeep plant during 
World War II, and went on to the United Auto 
Workers International Union staff in 1951. Of 
note, he never missed a union convention be-
ginning in 1941. 

More than a labor leader, Arnie was an ac-
complished accordion player and performed in 
various events throughout the United States 
and Canada, including each of those UAW 
conventions. His music was appreciated, but 
children knew him best as Uncle Arnie the 
clown. He willingly gave of his talents as both 
accordionist and clown to all sorts of chari-
table causes, putting a smile on the face of 
everyone he met. A family man and friend of 
the neighborhood at heart, it is the measure of 
the man that all who knew him were fond of 
him. 

He was beloved by his family and thou-
sands in our community. The festive mood set 
by his joyous music, tens of thousands of bal-
loon animals lovingly given to children, end-
less gifts given to strangers and friends alike, 
demonstrated an extraordinarily kind heart that 
shone through his sparkling eyes and effer-
vescent smile. His spirit lifted every occasion 
and he gave and gave and gave. Arnie 
Shenofsky helped define Toledo as a caring 
community. It was my privilege to know him 
and witness firsthand how his presence lent 
splendor to every event, large and small. 
Many times, he chose not to speak but to let 
you know what he was feeling through his 
music. How fortunate we have been that he 
shared his gifts of the heart with us for nine 
decades. 

Through the decades of his life Arnold 
Shenofsky sought to always be a helper, a 
healer, a friend to young and old alike. He 
was the same person with both notables and 
neighbors, and was truly beloved by his fam-
ily. His sisters, brothers, and children and their 
families have mourned their loss even as they 
celebrate a life well lived. They carry his flame 
in their hearts, always. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 15, 2007 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker, in 
reviewing the formal record of rollcall 209, the 
vote on the Kilpatrick substitute to H. Con. 
Res. 99, the budget resolution for fiscal year 
2008, I find I am recorded as having voted 
‘‘yes.’’ However, I had intended to vote ‘‘no,’’ 
and my recollection is that I did vote ‘‘no.’’ 

TRIBUTE TO JERRY BERRY 

HON. MARION BERRY 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 15, 2007 

Mr. BERRY. Madam Speaker, I rise here 
today to pay tribute to a dear friend, Jerry 
Berry of Success, Arkansas, a fine business-
man, farmer, friend and devoted family mem-
ber who spent his entire life serving his com-
munity and making others happy. 

Jerry was born November 29, 1939, in Suc-
cess, AR, and lived there his entire life. In 
1969, he opened Success Grain Inc., and it 
has been a family owned business its entire 
time in operation. In addition to running the 
family business, Jerry served as mayor of 
Success, AR, for 12 years. Some of his big-
gest accomplishments during his time include 
building a new playground and fire depart-
ment, installing a new sewer system and pav-
ing all of the roads in the city. 

Jerry was a man of true character. He was 
the type of friend that would rush to help you 
regardless of the time of day or circumstance 
because he genuinely cared about people. 
Jerry never had a bad day—he was always 
upbeat and would put the needs of others be-
fore himself because he was truly devoted to 
helping people. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing Jerry Berry and celebrating his lifetime 
of achievements. Jerry was a loyal friend to 
me and although I am saddened by this loss, 
I feel very fortunate for the time and friendship 
we shared together. He will be remembered 
by many as a devoted community leader, a 
genuine friend and a great American. 

f 

HONORING DR. MURIEL PETIONI 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 15, 2007 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to bring attention to the great accomplish-
ments of one of this Nation’s most accom-
plished community activists and physicians, 
Dr. Muriel Marjorie Petioni. 

Dr. Petioni has been a role model for all 
women and is especially beloved in my Con-
gressional District. Born on January 1, 1914, 
in Trinidad, young Petioni immigrated to the 
U.S. in 1919, settling with her family in New 
York City, where her father soon became a 
prominent Harlem physician and activists in 
the Carribean nationalist movement. She fol-
lowed her father and other relatives into the 
medical field, working locally at Harlem Hos-
pital after she graduated from Howard Univer-
sity’s School of Medicine in 1937. 

Her community and its residents have never 
been far from Dr. Petioni’s mind. After a short 
break during the 1940s to get married and 
start a family, she returned to the medical pro-
fession in 1950, setting up her practice in the 
same office that her father had decades ear-
lier. She maintained that practice for over 40 
years, working diligently to ensure that hard-
working residents and their families received 
the proper attention they deserved. When Har-
lem Hospital stumbled on financial difficulties 
in the 1980s, she founded the Friends of Har-

lem Hospital Center to raise private funding for 
the institution. 

Dr. Petioni has also been a tireless educa-
tor, working hard to open up the doors of col-
lege and medical school to all underrep-
resented groups, especially women and Afri-
can Americans. In 1974, she founded the 
Susan Smith McKinney Steward Medical Soci-
ety for Women, a professional association of 
black women physicians. Named after the first 
African American female doctor, the organiza-
tion provides institutional support for students 
and its members. Dr. Petioni has also worked 
with the Coalition of 100 Black Women to de-
velop mentorship programs to encourage and 
guide young black women into the medical 
field. 

Dr. Petioni’s efforts have also led to her in-
volvement with local government officials to 
ensure equal access to healthcare. She 
served for 30 years as a school physician for 
Central Harlem for the New York City Depart-
ment of Health and as supervising physician 
for East and Central Harlem from 1980–1984. 
Today, Petioni is on the board of a number of 
non-profit institutions and government agen-
cies, including the Upper Manhattan Em-
powerment Zone, the Columbia School of So-
cial Work, the Harlem Council of Elders, and 
the New York and Harlem branches of the 
American Cancer Society. 

Numerous organizations and institutions 
have deservedly showered Dr. Petioni with 
awards and other honors. The venerable Na-
tional Medical Association, which has named 
their annual Women in Medicine Luncheon 
after her. This May, New York’s Barnard Col-
lege is bestowing her with The Barnard Medal 
of Distinction, the school’s highest award, for 
her ‘‘service to the Harlem community as a 
physician, community activist and philan-
thropist for over 70 years.’’ 

It is great to see such a good friend receive 
the accolades she so rightly deserves for the 
years of service that she has given to our 
community and Nation. Going strong at 93 
years of age, she continues to be a trailblazer 
and an inspiration, a New Year’s Day gift to us 
all that has touched the lives of countless chil-
dren and families. 

f 

TAIWAN’S BID TO JOIN THE 
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 15, 2007 

Mr. TANCREDO. Madam Speaker, I spoke 
recently in support of Taiwan’s bid to join the 
World Health Organization. 

Unfortunately, despite the fact that Taiwan 
has a world-class health care system and is 
willing and able to make meaningful contribu-
tions to the WHO’s efforts, Chinese pressure 
to block Taiwan’s efforts once again triumphed 
over fairness and common sense. 

President Chen recently penned an editorial 
that was printed in the Washington Post that 
I would like to commend to my colleagues. In 
the piece, President Chen makes an eloquent 
and indisputable case for why Taiwan de-
serves membership in this and other inter-
national organizations. 

I hope my colleagues will take the time to 
read the editorial, and to support Taiwan’s fu-
ture endeavors to contribute to international 
organizations like the WHO. 
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